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On March 4, 1911, Jacob and Leuntje Bertou, left their home in Luidzand, Netherlands and 
boarded the S.S. Rijndam in Rotterdam on their way to the United States. They brought with 
them their four sons Renier, Jacob, Joost and Pieter. They arrived at Ellis Island in New York on 
March 14, 1911.

Image 1: The first page of the ship manifesto for the S.S. Rijndam. The Bertou family is listed on 
lines 10 through 15.



Image 2: The second page of the ship!s manifesto. Names were not shown on the second 
page. Listings 10 through 15 correspond to the Bertou!s listings on the first page.



Image 3a: A close up view of the left half of the information fields on page one of the manifesto.

Image 3b: A close up view of the information provided for the above fields. Here you can see 
the age, gender, marital status and occupation of each person listed as well as their relation to 
Jacob. 

" " 10. Jacob - 58, male, married, farmer
" " 11. Leuntje (wife) - 55, female, married, housewife
" " 12. Renier (child) - 20, male, single, none
" " 13. Jacob (child) - 16, “, “, “
" " 14. Joost (child) - 11. “, “, “
" " 15. Pieter (child) - 10, “, “, “



Image 4a: A close up view of the right half of the information fields on page one of the 
manifesto.

Image 4b: A close up view of the information provided for the above fields. Here you can see 
Luidzand listed as the family!s last city of residence in the Netherlands. Jacob!s son Machiel did 
not accompany the family to the United States and is listed as their nearest relative in the 
Netherlands. The family!s final destination was Newark, NY. 



Image 5a: A close up view of the left half of the information fields on page two of the manifesto.

Image 5b: A close up view of the information provided for the above fields. Here you can see 
that Jacob paid a total of $150 for passage into America for himself and his family. According to 
the information provided, Jacob had previously visited America from 1907 through 1909. The 
family was planning to live with Jacob!s son-in-law J. Gevaart in Newark.



Image 6a: A close up view of the right half of the information fields on page two of the 
manifesto.

Image 6b: A close up view of the information provided for the above fields. Here you can see 
the height, hair and eye color for each of the family members. They also have their city of birth 
listed. Jacob and Leuntje were born in Biervliet, Renier was born in Schoondijke, and Jacob, 
Joost and Pieter were born in Zuidzande. All three cities are in the Dutch province of Zeeland.



Image 7: An affidavit signed by P. Van Den Heuvel, the ship!s Master, verifying that the family 
was in good mental and physical health, were not criminals and were of good moral character.



Image 8: An affidavit signed by Dr. Proctor Field of Long Island College Hospital, the ship!s 
surgeon, verifying that he personally had given the family an examination upon entry into the 
United States.



Source: http://www.history.navy.mil/photos/sh-usn/usnsh-r/id2505.htm

USS Rijndam (ID # 2505), 1918-1919.

Originally the Dutch Passenger Liner Rijndam (1901)

USS Rijndam, a 23,650-ton (displacement) transport, was built at Belfast, Ireland, in 1901 as the 

12,527 gross ton Holland-America Line passenger liner of the same name. In company with 

dozens of other Dutch flag merchant ships, Rijndam was seized by the U.S. Government in 

March 1918. She was turned over to the Navy and placed in commission at the beginning of May 

1918. Between that month and the end of World War I in November 1918, the transport made 

several voyages from the United States to France, carrying service personnel for employment in 

the war against Germany. Following the Armistice Rijndam began to bring veterans home from 

France, completing seven trips for that purpose by August 1919. She was decommissioned and 

returned to her owner in October 1919. Her subsequent commercial career lasted until 1929, 

when she was scrapped.

    

Photo #: NH 99328

S.S. Rijndam (Dutch Passenger Liner, 1901)

Photograph of the ship's starboard stern area, 

taken prior to her World War I Naval service, 

possibly when she was inspected by the 

Third Naval District in the New York area on 

23 March 1918.

This ship was placed in commission as USS 

Rijndam (ID # 2505) on 1 May 1918 and 

returned to her owner on 22 October 1919.

U.S. Naval Historical Center Photograph.



Photo #: NH 329

USS Rijndam (ID # 2505)

At the New York Navy Yard after being painted in "dazzle" type camouflage, 1918.

The barge Arthur (probably a different barge than the U.S. Navy's Arthur, ID # 1730) is 

alongside her bow, and the barge Henrietta Long is second outboard on the starboard side 

of the transport at right.

Note: The subject of this photo has long been identified as USS Rijnland (ID # 2718), 

which was a a freighter, not a transport. The ship seen closely resembles Rijndam, and is 

almost certainly her.

U.S. Naval Historical Center Photograph.



Photo #: NH 83195

USS Rijndam (ID # 2505)

Off New York City, circa 1919.

Photographed by E. Muller, Jr.

Collection of Captain Glenn Howell, 1974.

U.S. Naval Historical Center Photograph.



Photo #: NH 78284

USS Rijndam (ID # 2505)

In port, circa 1919.

Courtesy of Donald M. McPherson, 1973.

U.S. Naval Historical Center Photograph.

Photo #: NH 103354

USS President Lincoln (1917-1918)

Photographed by the wireless operator of USS 

Rijndam (ID # 2505) just after she was 

torpedoed on 31 May 1918. The radioman was 

then sending out an "S-O-S" message.

President Lincoln sank about a half-hour later.

The original print has been retouched to 

emphasize the smoke issuing from her stack.

Courtesy of the Naval Historical Foundation, 

Washington, D.C. - USS President Lincoln 

Collection.

U.S. Naval Historical Center Photograph.


